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Like Abduh and Ibn Abdul Wahhab, he grounded his interpretation of

Islam in the doctrine of tawhid,, combining the classical affirmation of

the centrality of God's oneness with a modernist interpretation
(iftihad) and application of Islam to modern life. Tawhid is presented
as the essence of religious experience, the quintessence of Islam,
the principle of history, of knowledge, of ethics, of aesthetics, of the
ummah, of the family, of the political, social , economic and world

orders. Tawhid is the basis and heart of Islam's comprehensive
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worldview: "All the diversity, wealth and history, culture and learning ,
wisdom and civilization of Islam is compressed in this shortest of
sentences - La ilaha illa Allah [There is no God but God]. (23).
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(1) [Isma'il Raji al-Faruqi, "Al-Tawhid": Its Implications for Thought and Life
(Herndon, VA: IIIT, 1982.
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Horizons (August/September 1986), pp. 39-44 ; Muhammad Shafiq,
Growth of Islamic Thought in North America: Focus on Isma'il al-Faruqi
(Brentwood, MD: Amana Publications, 1994); Akbar S. Ahmad,
Discovering Islam: Making Sense of Muslim History and Society (London
& New York: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1988), pp. 206-207 ; John
Esposito, "Teaching Islam the Old Fashioned Way - Living It!", Islamic
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John O. Voll, Makers of Contemporary Islam (Oxford / New York: Oxford
University Press, 2001), pp. 23-38; Imtiyaz Yusuf (ed.), Islam and
Knowledge: Al-Farugi's Concept of Religion in Islamic Thought (London:
I. B. Tauris, 2012), "Introduction", pp. 108.
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