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The Abyssinian Migration that was caused by the unending atrocities of
Makkan polytheistshas been interpreted by the orientalists as Prophet's
(P.B.U.H.) scheme of attaining political and military power. Though divergent
theories have been propounded by the Orientalists in this regard but all of
them agree that the motives and causes of Abyssinian migration were not
confined to seeking a refuge from Makkan violence. Some of them consider
it a scheme of persuading Negus to attack Makkah, some regard it as a
proof that Hazrat Muhammad(P.B.U.H.) had political ambitions from the
very beginning of his mission, while others explain it as a temporary solution
of the danger of Muslims' apostasy. In the following research paper an
attempt has been made to present an overview and brief analysis of the
material interpretations of Abyssinian Migration.
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...perhaps looking forward to seeing them return at the head of an
Abyssinian Army.)5(
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There is little reason for doubting that the founder of Islam, in
sending his followers to Axum, designed some such
denouement.)6(
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The Abyssinian card was one of the enormous value _ not so

valuable as that of Medinah afterwards proved to be, yet capable

of being played with great effect. All the argumentation of the

Koran, which indeed few in Mecca could understand, was far

outweighed by the testimonial of the great man. The Negus

believed Mohammed was a prophet; that fact could now be

flaunted in advertisements, and the Meccans who probably saw

in this testimonial merely a desire on the part of the Abyssinians

to interfere with their affairs, found that Mohammed from being

vexatious had become dangerous. He had, in fact, by the Negus's

patronage of the cause become a political power; a person hated,
indeed, but feared rather than despised.)8(
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The opposition of the Meccans had been founded on

political and economic grounds; only through political and
economic pressure could he break it down.) 15(
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Of the Muslims who remained in Mecca the most important after

Muhammad was Abu- Bakr; but he came from a very weak clan.
Were the Muslims from the influential clans ready to follow him
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and to support the policies he favoured? There are slight traces of
rivalry between his group and that led by 'Uthman ibn-
Maz'un...There were others, too,who for various reasons may
have been averse to the policies adopted by Muhammad with
Abu-Bakr's support. What these policies were we cannot say.
Perhaps the emigrants disliked some attitude adopted by
Muhammad to meet the growing vehemence of the opposition,
such as an increased involvement in politics.)20(
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The statement that Muhammad took the initiative may be an
attempt to conceal base motives among those who abandoned
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him in Mecca; but it is not necessary to interpret the data in this
way. It is in accordance with Muhammad's character that he
should quickly have become aware of the incipient schism and
taken steps to heal it by suggesting the journey to Abyssinia in
furtherance of some plan to promote the interests of Islam, of
whose precise nature we remain unaware since in its ostensible
aim it met with little success. The comparatively speedy
reconciliation with 'Uthman and the others who returned to
Mecca before the hijra to Medina, atleast suggests that there was
never a complete break between them and Muhammad.Certainly
they came in the end to accept Muhammad's leadership and the
special position of Abu Bakr, and fought bravely as Muslims at
Badr.)23(
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Probably this hijra, the immigration to Abyssinia, was motivated
to be an attempt to smooth out a split that was beginning inside
the community, perhaps between Mohammed and a group, that
from his point of view was hyperascetic. )29(



)121( (20182 -dun).. 1o /124 1Myl ol
VIR Y IV DAY NV LR N S
Sobie B Eizeen Ll UsBl A L i (B 228 Y

_u;{fn!%:é,«:{.pjyj
et N S b Fo 10 L e LS e e S Q6 L
tiig qan bos S (3PN SZ s & L IG w7 un/,:ub(f/ Wiesst}
& Gl NS ety & p1Btbeefe i e o L5 2 pK
e s LG 20 A E S At L8 I S (s fPud e
4;/5;6;/ufﬁpd/féiéfaﬁd/ﬁ!/;l_zung@”Lq&fﬁ@d}ﬂ/lJ!;JJI(UM
SUAES ST it 1o SHI G0N A P L RG2S e
lC Sy
Wi PR S e AP i kg L R £ e L3 LGOS ¢
F SLFNEG Sosid e Llei§fe al oSGy uf £

kg PP Uk pi ) S S K
At length persecution ran so high, and so many apostatized that

Mohammad advised some of his followers to leave Makkah, lest
his whole flock might desert him)32(
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