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ABSTRACT
Shah Ismail Shahid, the grandson of Shah Waliullah Dihlavi, is a well-known
figure in the South Asian Islam because of his various socio-religious
endeavours. One of his works titled “Taqviyat-ul-Iman” is considered the most
influential book of his times which paved the way of the present day “Ahl-i
Hadith ” school of thought on the one hand. On the other, he was criticized on
the same degree by his coreligionists among the sunnis, because of his several
religious opinions expressed particularly in the same book. Despite of his
various social, religious and political contributions in the British India, he
remained a controversial Islamic figure to an extent. This paper attempts to
analyze impartially the circumstances under which Shah Ismail lived and
played his role, in order to understand the grounds of the said controversy.
Keywords.: Shah Ismail Shahid, Islamic Thought, Indian Muslims, Tawheed
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Payam Shahjahanpurz, Hayat-e-Ismail Shaheed (Lahore: Institute of History and
Research, 1973), pp. 63-64.
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Noorul Hasan Rashid Kandhalvi (Compilation), Quarterly Ahwal Wa Athar,
special publication titled: Revolt against Shah Muhammad Ismail Shaheed and
Tagwiyyat al-Iman, in the Mirror of History and Reality (India: Hazrat Mufti
Elahi Bakhsh Academy, Kandhala, Muzaffarnagar, U.P., October-December
2008, January-March 2009). Issue 20-21, p. 42.
s ©
Ibid.
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Shahjahanpurz, Hayat-e-1smail Shaheed, Chapter 4.
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Abu Yahya Imam Khan Nowshravi, Translations of the Scholars of Hadith of
India (Delhi: Jadid Press, 1938), pp. 82-83.
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Ibid, p. 84.
10 Abdullah Butt, aspects of Shah Ismail Shahid (Lahore: Qaumi Kutub Khana, 1943), p. 43.
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Ghulam Rasool Mehr, Jamaat-i-Mujahideen (Lahore: Kitab Manzil, 1955), p. 124.
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See: the introduction of book, Tagwiyyat al-Iman, written by Shah Ismail Shaheed,
compiled by Ghulam Rasool Maher (Lahore: Al-Muktab al-Salafiyyah, n.d.), 14, 15.
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See: Kandhalvi, Quarterly Ahwal Wa Athar, p. 66. The writer has also discussed extensively the
relation of this book to Shah Sahib and the details of its various manuscripts.
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Syed Abul Hasan Ali Nadvi, Seerat Syed Ahmad Shaheed, (Lucknow: United
India Press, 1941), p. 354.
-8lUiuf‘f)dlildl./‘d}wl{!éléLM};] 20
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Muhammad Sultan, Shah Ismail Shaheed: Tazkeer Al-Ikhwan Bagiyyah Tagwa-i-
Iman (India: Kutab khana Rahimiya, Deoband), p.2.
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Kandhalvi, Quarterly Ahwal Wa Athar, p. 84. Maulana Kandhalvi has given a
detailed discussion in support of his position which is worth reading.
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Two members of the Waliullah family involved in Syed Sahib's Jihad movement
namely Maulana Abdul Hai and Shah Ismail Shaheed performed all important
scholarly services, as mentioned earlier.
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Ibid, p.64.
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According to him: "Astrologers, Ramal, Ja'far, fortune tellers, kashf and istikhara
are included in this (polytheism)". Shah Ismail, Tagwiyyah, p. 82.
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Arguing from a hadith which seems to imply that a disease is not contagious, he
opines that "it is a well known custom among the people that a boy who is caught
by smallpox, the people abstain from him and do not allow other boys to go near
him, lest they also will be caught by this disease, this is a ritual of disbelief. Shah
Ismail, Tagwiyyah, p. 84.
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In this regard, arguing from a hadith, he writes that "these ignorant people who
revere the images of the Prophets, Imams, Saints or keep these pictures with them
for blessing, are just misguided and immersed in polytheism.” The Prophet and
the angels are disgusted with them. Consider all these pictures as impure and
remove them from the house so that the Prophet may be happy, the angels may
come to the house and blessings may spread in the house by their footsteps.” Shah
Ismail, Tagwiyyah, pp. 97-98.
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For details of all the discussions in this list related to shirk fi al-adaat, see: Shah
Ismail, Tagwiyyah, pp. 75-99.
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