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Thus as regard its external features, the style of the Koran is

modeled upon the saja or rhymed prose, of pagan soothsayers but
with such freedom that it may easly be described as original. (16)
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Mohammed was not of these although he was not unlike them as he
pretended.(17)
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It will not appear surprising that Mohammad at first believed himself

to be possessed like a poet or soothsayers.(18)
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But not of the ordinary Arab type because his theme of religion and
righteousness were hardly touched by other poets.(19)
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His early pronouncements rhymed prose were so like those
soothsayers a crazed poet, ensorcelled or jinn possessed.(21)
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In the vulgate the general procedure is to arrange the surahs roughly

in order of their length, begining with the longest and ending with the
shortest.(34)
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But this is vitiated by failure to discern the natural points of
division.(36)
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With entire disregard to contiuity of subject and uniformity of style,

producing a most unreadable and uncongrous patchwork.(42)
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Designedly mixed up later with earlier revelations not for the sake of

producing that mysterious style which seems so pleasing to those
who value truth least ---- but for the purpose of softening down some
of the earlier statements.(46)
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That He has been mistaken in believing the Quran to be a divine

message... What seems to a man to come from outside himself may

actually come from his unconcious.(50)
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"Nothing else but a pure creation and concoction of Mohammad and

of his accomplice"(51)
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That Mohammad was really the author and chief contriver of the

Quran is beyond dispute.(52)
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More particularly there were times when he found in his heart certain
words, constituting shorter or longer passages.(53)
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We must therefore be chary of asuming that passages in the Quran
are in Mohammad's own words.(54)
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To say that Mohammad actually became a Nestorian, however, is

press the matter entirely too far.(55)
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The Growth inthe mind of Mohammad of the conviction that He was

appointed to be a Prophet and a reformer, was intimately connected
with His feeling in a special providence embracing the spritual as
well as the material world, and simultaneously with that conviction
there arose and implicit confidence that the Almighty would crown his
mission with success. The questionings and aspirations of inner soul
were regarded by him as proceeding directly from God, the light
which gradually illuminated his mind with a knowledge of the divine
unity and perfection, and the duties and destiny of man, light amidst
gross darkness- must have emanated from the same source had
thus begun the work would surely carry it though to a successful
ending; what was Muhammad himself but an instrument in the hand

of the great worker.(72)
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But by far the greatest part of the book is undoubtedly the result of
delibiration, touched more or less with emotions, and animated by a
certain rhetorical rather than poetical reflection.(78)
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Epilepsy as applied to the Prophet was the explanation of those who

sought to amuse rather than to instruct. (79)
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On the contrary, he was clearly in full possession of his faculties to
the very end of his life.(80)
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To base such a theory of epilepsy on a legend which on the face of it
has no historical foundation is a sin against historical criticism. (81)
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Epilepsy never made any one into a Prophet or a law giver or raised
anyone to a position of esteem and power in those days especially,

such as a state would suggest some one possessed or insane. If

there was a man who was clearly sane, it was Mohammad.(82)
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No deliberate religion's concoction even of an importor of genuis has
ever survived. Islam has not only survived for over thirteen hundred
years, but keeps gaining new adherents from years to year. History
shows not a single example of an importer whose message was

responsible for the creation of one of the world's greatest empires
and of one of the noblest civilizations.(83)
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