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Abstract

Islam is a complete code of life that guides all spheres of life, be it cultural, military, political,
social or economic. It encourages people to live together. In order to realize this goal, the
Prophet of Islam laid a solid basis for the establishment of Islamic society. He presented the
best example to the Ummah which is a guide for every individual of human society. It created
an Islamic, reformist, benevolent, compassionate, and humanitarian society. Due to this,
unforgettable changes took place in the lives of the Companions. After that, Islamic
civilization expanded. In Muslim History, Muslims set the best examples in food, clothing,
manners, ethics, linguistics, customs, hospitality, honesty and integrity. During the
Ottoman Caliphate, Muslims continued this cultural tradition. Social life was multifaceted
during this period. Parents were respected. Simplicity was preferred. Great care was taken
for cleanliness. Hospitality was given with great enthusiasm. All forms of alcohol were
avoided. Theft and robbery were very rare. Women were looked upon with respect. Hanafi
jurisprudence was followed religiously. In this context, it can be said that social life was ideal
in the Ottoman Caliphate. They were the pioneer of the best Islamic civilization. They have
played an outstanding and unique role in the development of Islamic civilization. There is a
need to describe the features and characteristics of the social life of this period in the light of
these historical facts so as to pave the way for its use in the present period. This topic of
research has been chosen to meet this intellectual and cultural need.
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“It may justly be claimed that the religion of Islam has made or kept
the Anatolians a Sober race. | mention this first, not because of its
importance, but because sobriety is one of the characteristics which
at once attracts the attention of European travelers. The great mass
of Muslims in Turkey are total abstainers from every kind of
alcoholic drink. Islam has made them a physically clean people. A
prayer has to be said at least five times a day. Before each of these
services of adoration the face, feet, hands and arms up to the elbow
must be washed. So completely is the rule followed that if, as in the
desert, water is not to be had, the form of washing is gone through
with sand. The prayer-place, whether at home or in a mosque, must
be scrupulously clean. The teaching in regard to physical
defilement, which requires the wash of the whole body on certain
occasion, of the hands before meals; the constant cleaning of their
house, and purification of the person, have created the habit of
cleanliness. One struck by remarkable cleanliness of the interior of
the poorest Turkish house. Am | a Turk that | should be always
washing myself, said a Christion peasant, when asked in a village
café if he would not like to wash before starting on his journey.”®
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“A typical Turkish breakfast consists of freshly baked white bread

or toast, a mild white cheese called beyaz peynir, that comes in an

enormous variety of forms, black olives, jam (usually sour charry or

strawberry), honey, and strong tea. Turks like to drink their tea with

sugar, from elegant, handle less glass cups on glass, metal or

porcelain saucers. Some years ago, a Turkish newspaper proudly
reported that Turks drank more tea than the English.}4”
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“In provincial towns every house, even poorest, has its own
courtyard, if not garden, and its overshadowing mulberry, plane, or
acacia tree. Each dwelling, too, is completely detached, so that a
considerable space of ground is covered by a comparatively sparse
population. The dwelling of the artisans and working classes
generally, differ from those of the same rank belonging to other
nationalities only in having latticed blinds on their streetward
windows, being two-stories cottages with an outside staircase and
broad landing covered by the pent of the roof. The abode of a
middle-class family is much more spacious. It is generally
surrounded on three sides by garden and courtyard, the fourth

abutting on the street, over which the upper story projects about two
feet. The walls are often colored a deep red.?*”
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