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Abstract

This article briefly review the first complete chronological order exegesis Bayan al-
Ma’ani written by exegete Mullah “Abdul Qadir Hawaish. Qur’an, an everlasting

miracle and last message of Allah Almighty, revealed on Prophet Muh ammad (/Z2)

in 7t century CE. It contains injunctions and rulings to all facets of life. To provide
elucidation for better understanding and conviction of Allah’s will is certainly the
reason, different kinds of Qur’anic commentaries are being penned from early
Islamic era to present time, constantly. Undoubtedly, Tafsir is the genre that
encompasses most volume of Islamic intellectual heritage. Two arrangement orders
of Qur’anic chapters and verses are classified by Muslim “Ulamaa. Present order of
Qur’an arrangement is different from chronological order and arranged by Prophet

Muh ammad (#22) by the will of Allah Almighty under the wise counsel of Jibra’el

(p2bsdl ~ile). Approximately, all exegeses of Qur’an from classical era to modern time,
has been written according to present arrangement. Bayan al-Ma’ani is an Arabic
chronological order modern exegesis written by ‘Iragi Muslim academic, Mullah
Hawaish (d. 1978 CE). However, as a consequence of, following descending orders
of Qur’an, this scholarly work is bit dissimilar to common exegeses. In this article,
methodology, approach and divergent of this extraordinary exegesis as compare to
standard traditional commentaries, has been discussed. Hitherto, research study
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indicate, it is a magnificent Tafsir bil Mathur, written in modern time, handy for
general reader of intermediate level.

Keywords: Chronological Order Exegesis, Bayan al-Ma‘ani, "Abdul Qadir Mullah
Hawaish

Foreword:

Qur’an is the final words of Allah Almighty revealed in parts on Prophet
Muhammad (#2) in last 23 years of his life around 609 CE to 632 CE. It has two
arrangements orders, descending (.!s) and indefeasible (.435). Present Order of
Qur’an is what arranged by Muhammad (#Zz) by the will of Allah (s%) under the
Guidance of Jibra’gl (a3l ~le). Allah almighty says in Holy Qur’an:
Gl s ke &)
Indeed, upon Us is its collection [in your heart] and [to make
possible] its recitation.!

Qur’an is comprised of 114 chapters, begins with Sarah al-Fatiha and
accomplishes on Sarah al-Nas. There are a scholarly debate regarding
arrangements of stirahs and verses within Qur’an. Al-Sayuti (d. 1505) did combine
different views on arrangements of sizrahs and passages in Qur’an in his book al-
Itgan-Fi-‘Ulum al-Qur’an. Kirmani (d. 1112) in his book al-Burhan, Qadi abu
Bakr(d. 1148) and Ibn Faris al-Qazwini (1004) holds the opinion that chapters
arrangements was done by ljtizad (Ultimate Effort) of Prophet Companions. All
the while, Al-Bayhqi (d. 1066) in his book al-Madkhal and ibn Attia al-Andalust
(d. 1146) endorsed; arrangement was final in the life of Prophet Muhammad (##).2
As far the arrangements of verses are concerned, complete unanimity and
consensus are established in Muslim Ummah and Islamic theology supported by
sound transmission that Prophet Muhammad (#Zz) himself arranged and recited by
this way.? Sayiti puts his concluding comments that both, chapters and verses were
arranged in the Life of Prophet Muhammad (4%). The other arrangement of Qur’an
is chronological order by which Qur’an revealed. First five verses of the Sarah al-
‘Alaq stands first in that position. This order is discussed only in scholarly debate.
Eminent Commentator Al- Sayiiti (d. 1505) elucidates this topic in first 20 chapters
of his Well-known book al-lzgan fi ‘Ulum al-Qur’an on Qur’anic sciences.* Yet,
not single exegete ever endeavored to interpret Qur’an by this order. Another key
thing to remember, if Arabic text of Qur’an is compiled in chronological order that
book would not be titled Qur’an. It should be kept in mind that other than
arrangement there are not a slight difference in both orders. From Prophet
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Muhammad (#2) time to present day, Muslims take keen interest in Tafsir. Tafsir
is an Arabic word which mean “interpretation”. The general term include all genres
of literature which are commentaries on Qur’an. Historically, Ma ‘ani, literally
‘meaning’ is the earliest major term used for the title of work of interpretation.
Arabic Word Ta 'wil, literally, “Returning to the beginning” was perhaps introduced
in third century. Major exegete Tabari (d. 923) used the word “Ta 'wil’ in title of his
interpretation Jami ‘ al-Bayan ‘an ta’wil ay al-Qur’an.’ When Islam crossed the
border of Arabic peninsula, many non-Arab nations embraced Islam. Utmost
attention was paid by Muslim scholars to make Qur’an, prime scripture of Islam,
easy by explaining and simplifying its textual meaning. From third Islamic century
to present time, writing a Tafsir is always trending. In Fourth Islamic century major
exegesis “Jami‘ al-bayan ‘an ta'wil ay al-Qur’an’ was written in 30 volumes
comprised of 20,000 pages approximately. Over the passage of time, different types
of Tafsir were written i.e. textual Tafsir (Ma ‘ani al-Qur’an by al-Fara d. 822),
Legal Tafsir (Ahkam al-Qur’an by al-Jasas), Rhetorical Tafsir (Majaz al-Qur’an
by Abu ‘Ubaydah d. 824), Allegorical Tafsir (Tafsir Tustart by Sahl al-Tustart d.
896) °

When, where and why certain verses of Qur’an revealed? Eminent interpreters of
Qur’an among companions of Prophet Muhammad (#i) like ‘Abullah ibn <Abbas
(d. 688) and ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ad (d. 650) describes briefly about time and reason
behind revelation of certain verses and chapters of Qur’an. All interpreters and
exegeses of Qur’an follow the present order of Qur’an. In 20" century one “Iraqi
Muslim Scholar ‘Abdul Qadir Mullah Hawaish wrote an extra ordinary and unusual
exegesis of Qur’an in which descending or chronological orders is followed. In this
article a critical analysis of his approach, methodology and other aspects would be
taken into consideration.

Orientalists views on Qur’an arrangements:

History and arrangements of Qur’an is widely discussed in Orientalist writings.
Their prime goal is to prove that Qur’an is authored by Muhammad. Their
secondary objective is to prove that present Qur’an is not what Muhammad
authored. The third motive of orientalists is to collect chronological Qur’an, what
they think is an original Qur’an. German Orientalist Theodor N6ldeke (d. 1930)
with three others academics, produced one book, ‘The History of The Qur’an’. It is
precise and comprehensive work on history of Qur’an from orientalists’ point of
view. Moreover, N6ldeke have a keen eye on other orientalists (i.e. William Muir,
Hubert Grimme, and Fligel) work related to this topic. Briefly, Néldeke concluded
by attributing this notion to early Muslim Scholar (al-Ya‘qtbi) that present
arrangement of Qur’anic Surahs is a mechanical arrangement done by Uthman.
3
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“Uthman collected the Qur’an, compiled it, and put together the long surah with
the long ones and the short surah with the short ones”.” Furthermore he adds,
finding an exact chronological arrangement of Qur’an is impossible, since even
Muhammad himself combined earlier and later revelation in the records he
commissioned.® Noldeke states, in Meccan chapters rhyme was Muhammad prime
concern. He did arrange verses from poetic point of view.® In opinion of Noldeke,
Muir chronological order of the surah is only an approximate arrangement and
differs with us.X® However, Noldeke criticized Fliigel in hard words, “Fliigel has a
totally inaccurate arrangement in his edition of the Koran”. 1! To Noldeke, present
edition of Koran can be attributed to Uthman.*? Arthur Jeffery also contributed to
this field by writing ‘Materials for The History of the Text of The Qur’an’.
According to Jeffery there was so many codex of Qur’an in early Islamic era un-
identical to each other’s.™® In other words, orientalist claims there were so many
editions of Qur’an. To Orientalists, present arrangement and contents of Qur’an is
not the same as was in Prophet Muhammad time. Surprisingly, orientalists
themselves are not on a one page as a far proposed chronological arrangement of
Qur’an is concerned. To put it in another way, vulnerability of orientalists’ notions
is clearly visible as they established their key findings on unsound transmissions
and fabricated traditions. Dr. Muhammad Mohar Ali, in his notable work, ‘The
Qur’an and The Orientalists’ have examined the main theories and assumptions of
orientalists, in detail. He has a great insight of orientalists work produced by
Margoliouth, William Muir, Richard Bell, Noldeke, Arthur Jeffery, John Burton,
and J. Wansborough on Qur’an. Dr. Mohar research builds on solid arguments with
logical reasoning. Mohar Ali says, “By Noldeke’s own admission, his
chronological arrangement of the passages and sarahs is only probable and
relative”.}* Furthermore, Mohar Ali writes, Reodwell did not accept Noldeke
chronological arrangements. “Thus Rodwell comes forward with another
chronological order of siirahs in his translation of the Qur’an which was published
just one year after the first appearance of Noldeke’s work™.!®> Mohar Ali rejected
Noldeke’s assumption that Zayd (May Allah pleased with him) or the processors of
the codices combined the Qur’anic pieces of different origin as they thought fit.'
Mohar Ali concluded that the orientalists leave no stone unturned to assail the
Qur’an. Their awkward rearrangements of the stirahs translation have not attained
popularity among educated Muslim and non-Muslim.” Moreover their translation
contains various misinterpretations and mistakes. To illustrate what Mohar Ali
claims, he presented and quoted numerous examples from orientalists work.
Aforementioned discussion leads us to conclusion that present arrangement of
Qur’anic stirahs and passages is done by Messenger of Allah under divine guidance.
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Literature Review:

In Islamic intellectual history, Tafsir is a genre to which Muslim scholars
contributed to a fair amount. Nonetheless there are very few books available on
descending order Tafsir. To put it another way, no significant work has been found
on this topic. Research indicates, an essay written by Dr. Mahmoud ‘Ali ‘Uthman
has been published in Journal of the Faculty of Sharia and Law, from al-Azhar
University, 2015. That article discusses about approaches of Shaikh ‘Abdul Qadir
in “statement of Meaning”. Yet, no text of that essay was found. Furthermore,
interpretation of holy Qur’an “Bayan al-Ma ‘ani” is consulted as a prime source for
writing this article.

Significance of work:

Qur’an is a miracle and last message of Creator to his creation. More than Fourteen
and half centuries have been passed but relevance and significance of its teachings
are credible for mankind, and would be till final day of this world. Moreover, It still
address the human being and give durable solution for the problems that mankind
is facing. The prime subject of Qur’an is Mankind. Having said that human
knowledge is being advance day by day but mankind is still suffering through some
serious social and other crisis. Islamic scholars of all ages take this responsibility
to interpret the message of Qur’an to bring out the solutions for contemporary issues
and problems. Hundreds of interpretations of Qur’an in numbers of languages have
been produced since it has been revealed. Based on following verse, Muslim
scholars take this responsibility to convey and spread the final message of Allah
Almighty to all mankind: o )
Al ) SAh L Ja 2l 55 ) Ga ) 030 e &1 J50 30 ) G

O Messenger, announce that which has been revealed to you from
your Lord, and if you do not, then you have not conveyed His
message.'®
Through the following verse it is mandatory for Muslim Scholars to expound the
teaching of Qur’an in various languages:_ o
2l Gl 4e 38 Gy V) J sty Ge Bl

And We did not send any messenger except [speaking] in the
language of his people to state clearly for them,®
Qur’an needs interpretation because Prophet Muhammad (#%¢) was asked to do so
by Allah Almighty: . ) o
O5 K85 aelal 5 2eal) O35 e (W0 Gl SR &) Wi
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And We revealed to you the message that you may make clear to the

people what was sent down to them and that they might give

thought.?°
An accepted and righteous interpretation is what follows the sayings of Prophet
Muhammad (#Z2) and approach of his companions (May Allah Pleased with them
all). Some interpreters focus on Qur’an Juristic and legal aspects meanwhile other
focus on theology, textual, historical events, ethics and social issues. Valuable
interpretations of Qur’an have been produced in every century. These
interpretations are important part of Islamic intellectual heritage. Different
interpretation has different characteristics. Bayan al-Ma ‘ant, as a descending order
exegesis is a unique and valuable addition in literature relates to Qur’an written in
1939 in Syria by exegete Mullah Hawaish. In this article, Bayan al-Ma ‘ant
methodology and approach will be analyzed critically.

Mullah ‘Abdul Qadir Hawaish introduction:

Shaikh ‘Abdul Qadir Mullah Hawaish Al-Sayyad Mahmid Al-Ghazi Al-Ani was
born in town of Anah, Irag in 1880. He got his early education in government
institute of Anah. Later on he studied Islamic Jurisprudence in seminary of Deéir
Ez-Zor, a town situated in Syria near Iraq border. He received his Mastery in
Islamic Theology from Shaikh Badr al-Din Al-Hasni in Damascus. He also
received a law degree from law institute in Damascus which played an essential
rule in his professional life career. Soon After completing his law studies, he did
join government job in law department and serve on different post including Qadi
(judge) from 1910 to 1927. Beside this position, he was a teacher and preacher in
cities of Al-Mayadin and Al-Bukamal situated in Syria. From 1928 to 1935 he
served as a member of criminal court of Al-Mayadin and Al-Haskah, cities of Syria.
In his spare time he used to deliver lectures and arrange special classes for students
of law, Jurisprudence and other Islamic disciplines. Shiekh ‘Abdul Qadir Mullah
Hawaish passed away in 1978, city of D&ir Ez-Zor, Syria.?! His Grandson Professor
Ahmad Hazim Mullah Hawaish describes, his grandfather was a great speaker and
impartial Judge. It was an honor for distinguished scholars and elite class of the city
to attend his lectures. After lectures an informal discussion took place in which all
participants do ask questions about religion, politics and contemporary issues.
Mullah Hawaish used to give satisfactory and valuable academic answers to those
queries. Despite his service on a high ranks in judiciary, he was quite a humble
person. Mullah Hawaish was famous for his piety and well-disciplined life. Well
established personal library was the place, where he spends most of his time. People
did consult him for religious and worldly affairs and takes valuable advice.??
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Literary contribution of Mullah Hawaish:

Mullah Hawaish is famous for his descending order exegesis of Qur’an Bayan al-
Ma ‘ani. Apart from this, his other literary compendium found in manuscripts are
following, Husn al-Bayan Fi Tajvid al-Ahkam al-Qur’an (How to Recite Qur’an),
‘1lm al- Fara’id (Knowledge of Inheritance), Qawa id al-Luga al- ‘4rabia (Arabic
Grammar), Aksan al-Sunan fi al-Azkar (Tradition of prophet to Remember Allah
Almighty) Al-Qaal fi-7lm al-Tohid (Oneness of Allah Almighty). Due to his
humble nature, he did not express his keen interest to publish his literary work. This
attitude brought grievous results and most of his manuscripts and literary work lost
by the passing of time.

Intellectual sources of ‘Bayan al-Ma‘ani ’:

As a matter of fact, author of Bayan al-Ma ‘ani, Mullah Hawaish has a great insight
of knowledge about classical commentaries as well as latest work done by modern
interpreters of his time. He relied over commentaries like Ibn-‘Abbas (d. 688 CE),
Khazin (d. 1340), Nasfi (d. 1142), Bagvi (d. 1122), Razi (d. 1210), Ibn-*Arabt (d.
1240, Bedavi (d. 1286), Farid Wajdi (d. 1954), Rashid Rada (d. 1935), and
Muhammad ‘Abduht (d. 1905). He consulted jurisprudence books and writers like
Al-Mabstt by Sarkhasi (d. 1090), Dur al-Mukhtar, Al-jaohra and Khatib Sharbini
(d. 1282). Mysticism was also not neglected by Mullah Hawaish like ‘Awarif al-
Ma ‘arif by Suharwardi (d. 1234), Ahya al- ‘Ulim by Imam Ghazali (d. 1111), al-
Insan al-kamil by ‘Abd al-karim JilT (d. 1424). He did depend on Qira’t ‘Asim
(dialect) and Riwayat Hafs for his commentary because these both are agreed
upon.?® Mullah Hawaish took 10 years from 1929 to 1939 to write and complete
this exegesis.

Mullah Hawaish approach towards Usul al-Tafsir:

Similar to other exegeses, Mullah Hawaish did describe some principles in preface
of commentary that should be followed while interpreting Qur’an. In preface of his
commentary Mullah Hawaish did testify that present arrangement of Qur’an is what
had been preserved according to will of Allah by Prophet Muhammad ().
Hitherto, fourth rightly guided caliph, ‘Ali bin abi Talib (May Allah pleased with
him) (d. 661) arranged his copy of Qur’an according to chronological order for the
sake of certain purpose like when, why and where different chapters and verses of
Qur’an revealed? There is great deal of knowledge in knowing these facts. Some
commandments are specific while others are general. Few injunctions are explained
while others are abstract. Some laws are abrogated by other. Mullah Hawaish
claimed when we read any commentary there are lot of different narrations relating
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to one verse which leaves the reader confused. Contradictory to those, i decided to
write one commentary by descending order in which most authentic and sound
narrations would be quoted. Though it is odd to write commentary in such way but
to me, it is like following the tradition of Hadrat ‘Ali bin Abi Talitb (May Allah
please with him). It would be proved beneficial for Muslim Ummah.?* In opinion
of Mullah Hawaish, interpreter of Qur’an need to be exceled in 12 fields of
knowledge including Arabic, Sarf, Nahv (Arabic Grammar) Logic, Hadith (Prophet
Muhammad Sayings and traditions), Jurisprudence, Principle of Islamic
Jurisprudence, Dialects of Qur’an and ‘llm al-Kalam (Islamic Theology). He also
adds, fear of Allah (Taqwa) is prime requirement for interpreters by arguing from
following verse, as Allah says in Qur’an:
AR

Be fearful from Allah he will teach you.?

Mullah Hawaish concluded by saying , the last important thing for interpreter, to
keep silence at the places where he does not find any sound saying or guidance
from prime sources. Because with the authority of companion Aba Zar (d. 652),
Prophet Muhammad (#2) said: Whoever said in Qur’an by his own opinion he may
find his place in Fire.?® It does mean that not to say something which opposes the
true spirit of Islam. Otherwise Allah Almighty compels Muslims to ponder in
Qur’an: L ) )

el s e o (Al & 50 Sl

“Then do they not reflect upon Qur’an, or are there locks upon

(their) hearts? 2’
To put it another way, Allah says: L ) )

Bie 43 shaiing Cpall Aalad 2g8a HaV) ol (M5 Il ) 6535 35

But if they had referred it back to the Messenger or to those of

authority among them, then the ones who [can] draw correct

conclusions from it would have known about it.?
According to Mullah Hawaish there are three types of interpreters, first are those
who follow authentic sayings of Prophet and his companions. Second are those who
describe and follow their own opinion solely. It is unacceptable and condemned
indeed. Third kind of interpreters combined both methodologies. That is the
desired, acceptable and appreciated indeed.?® In opinion of Mullah Hawaish there
are few things that are only known to Allah and interpreters should kept silence.
Allah says in Qur’an:
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And no one knows its [true] interpretation except Allah. But those
firms in knowledge say, "We believe in it. All [of it] is from our
Lord”.%
Commentaries written with Mystic approach and pattern by Sifis are condemned
by Mullah Hawaish.3* Mullah Hawaish claimed in preface he did avoid explaining

common facts in much detail. For example, Qur’an says:
xb Gl 3 e Laa G Calas B G, V@

“They Said, “Our Lord indeed we are afraid that he will hasten
[Punishment] against us...”
So from context it is understood Prophets Moses & Hariin (22wl Wyle) are being
discussed in this verse.®? On another place Prophet Moses (a3l Lepile) says:

He (Moses) Said It is my staff; I lean upon.®
But few interpreters explained this word (Atawakka’c ‘Alay’ha) unnecessarily
prolonged. There are no needs of this approach when meaning of word is clear from
context. Many topics and contents are partially discussed at different places of
Qur’an. Instead of explaining and repeating these topics every time, | did point out
where in my commentary, similar thread has been discussed already in detail.
At the end of any tradition and quotation I did add my concluding comment about
the authenticity of quotation. T didn’t include unsound traditions and narrations
from unknown sources. To me it is great fault but in this era many so called scholars
quote sayings of Prophet Muhammad (#%#) without knowing narrators chain even.®*
In preface, Mullah Hawaish established the fact that the purpose of Shari‘ah
(Tslamic code of life) is not to put mankind in trouble. Allah says:

3l sl Jumils 51531 3 ke Uss Kol o)1 81 2B U551 g G

KPPV [ NP (P SUN [PV SR RO FES [ W SERTJEN A [P F PR TR <1 (R SRV L7

f“{;‘-’;

“Those Who Follow the Messenger, the unlettered prophet, who

they find written in what they have of the Torah and the Gospel, who

enjoins upon them what is right and forbids them what is wrong and

makes lawful for them good things and prohibits for them the evil

and Relieve them of their Burden and the Shackles which were upon

them.®
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All the injunctions of Islam implicated moderately. For instance prohibition of wine
took place in four different stages by the passage of time. Mulla Hawaish put some
light on characteristic of Meccan and Medinan Chapters of Qur’an. As a matter of
fact, approximately all verses revealed in Makah are shorter then verses revealed in
Madina. Key thing to remember, he is talking about verses not the chapters. For
example Chapter al-Shu ‘ara [Poets, No. 26] is Meccan and comprised of 227
verses, whereas chapter al-Anfal [Bounties, No.8] is Medinan and comprised of 75
verses. Surprisingly, with a great difference in number of verses, the length of both
chapters is same. In contrast, few chapter and verses are vice versa. According to
Mullah Hawaish two third portion of the Qur’an is Meccan.®® It seems appropriate
to mention two kind of Tafsir of Qur’an. Firstly, Tafsir bil Riwaya (Explanation
through different Transmission Source i.e. Qur’an, Traditions of Prophet
Muhammad (&) and his companions) and Tafsir bil Ray (based on reasoning).
Mullah Hawaish is in favor of Tafsir bil Riwaya. He denounces the Tafsir written
by Mystics in an ambiguous way. Mullah Hawaish strongly rejects the thesis that
Qur’an was neither written nor compiled in the era of Muhammad (#i). He says it
is baseless notion.*” Allah Almighty says:
aals b Y5 4305 o Goe el 4 ¥
Falsehood cannot approach from before it or from behind it.%
The last verse of Qur’an to be revealed was 281 of Surah al-Bagrah (the Cow),
“And fear a day when you will be returned to Allah” argued Mullah Hawaish. There
are many statistical figures and information given in preface. “By the Grace of
Allah, My interpretation of Qur’an will let the reader exempt from lot of books”,
Mullah Hawaish claimed. *° It seems Mullah Hawaish had a great insight on Qur’an
history in the light of early classical Islamic books and resources. There is not a
single important transmission about compilation and history of Qur’an but he did
mention in his commentary preface. Mullah Hawaish said after the circulation of
official Copy of Qur’an, in third pious and rightly guided Caliph ‘Uthman (d. 656)
era, all others copies were taken into government custody and disposed by burning.
Mullah Hawaish denied the concept of total abrogation. He insists that all
commandments of Qur’an are valid in different circumstances with some limitation
and conditions. To prove his stance Mullah Hawaish said Aba Muslim Asfahani
(d: 934) and Imam Razi (d: 1209) did also favor the same judgment. Mullah
Hawaish disliked the unnecessary and irrelevant discussion in which engaged
Muslim scholars and rulers. Issue of Khalg-e-Qur’an was very burning issue that
got fame in Abbasid Caliph Maman-ur-Rashid (d: 833). Many eminent pious
Muslim scholars were persecuted by government for opposing caliph opinion and
Mu‘tazila (rational) school of thought. Mullah Hawaish said it was a pure
10
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philosophical issue based on satanic notions having no grounds in Qur’an and
Sunnah.*® Miitazilah said, Qur’an is comprised of words, so it is not eternal rather
created later on. Mullah Hawaish said characteristic of Allah Almighty is not as
same as of human being.

Mullah Hawaish established the fact that Torah and Injil (Gospel) are corrupted in
words as well as in meanings. These books translated without keeping the original
text. There are major blemish deficiency attributed to Allah and Messengers in
Torah and Injil. For example it is stated that Prophet Lat (22Wdl ~le) has marital
relation to his daughter. 4!

Beginning of Chapter:

Mullah Hawaish commences each chapter by mentioning its number in both,
chronological and present order. Briefly, he discussed number of verses and words,
either its Meccan or Medinan, and some other statistical details. He also account
either any abrogated injunction are found in this chapter or not.

Textual Explanation:

The Lexicon of scripture along with its grammar is explained briefly in this
commentary. But generally Mullah Hawaish did avoid grammatical explanation.
Instead of defining meaning from linguistic approach, Mullah Hawaish relied over
tradition of Prophet and sound transmission of companions.

Hurii f-e- Mugatta ‘at (Disjoined letters):

29 out of 114 chapters of Qur’an begin with these mysterious letters. Exegetes of
all ages tried their best to elaborate the meanings of these letters. Mullah Hawaish
says: it is a divine secret. The exact meanings of these words are known to Allah
and His beloved Prophet Muhammad (:).%

Honest-to-goodness approach:

Our notable exegete simply avoids ambivalent narrations and notions. For example
Allah Almighty said to Prophet Adam and his wife Hawa, “Don’t approach to this
tree”. In Mullah Hawaish opinion, there are no needs to specify the tree. Instead of
classifying the tree, we have to focus on philosophy of this parable and lesson
conveyed through this.*3

Use of Prophet Muhammad %) Sayings:

Bayan al-Ma ‘ant is a perfect and magnificent example of Tafsir bil Riwaya. Mullah
Hawaish frequently used authentic saying of Prophet. For example, in commentary
of Surah Yusuf, when Prophet Yisuf (22l ~le) said to his father:

11
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| saw a dream, eleven stars, sun and moon are paying homage to me.

He (Father) said, O son do not discuss your dream with your brothers

otherwise they may plan evil against you and clearly Satan is an

enemy of Human.*
Mullah Hawaish brought some authentic traditions of Prophet Muhammad (4#)
from Book of Bukhari*® from the authority of Abdi Sa‘ed Al’khudri, Prophet
Muhammad said, when any of you dreamt of something good, it is from Allah, so
praise to Allah and discuss about it with people, if you dreamt something bad then
seek Allah protection from Satan and his evil. Following this tradition Mullah
Hawaish add another from Sahih Muslim, from the authority of Jabir (May Allah
please with Him), Prophet Muhammad (/%) said when someone dreamt of
something bad, he should spit thrice on his left side, seek shelter from Allah then
change his laying position. Here our exegete Mullah Hawaish writes notable lines
which clearly describe his simple approach. He said we have no idea what is the
logic behind spitting and changing the body position by turning it but whatsoever
Prophet said is full of benefits and wisdom, because Prophet doesn’t speak but with
Allah’s will. After quoting these traditions, Mullah Hawaish discussed in detail

about dream from medical, psychological and philosophical aspects.

If the under discussed topic is repeated anywhere in his commentary, Mullah
Hawaish do not forget to indicate that by mentioning volume, chapter and verse
number.*® For instance when he explained dream of Prophet Yisuf he also did
mention Prophet Muhammad (#%¢) night Journey (Isra) and Prophet Ibrahim ( ~le
~>dl) dream of slaughtering his son. Time to time, Mullah Hawaish gives some
historical information without reference in his commentary. Meanwhile, explaining
eleven stars, without reference, he named all eleven brothers of Prophet Yasuf 1.
Ajrian, 2. Tariq, 3. Daniel, 4. Qabis, 5. ‘Amodan, 6. Faliq, 7. Stbah, 8. Zaroh, 9.
Farukh, 10. Wasab, 11. Zulkatfain.*” Yet, here it seems, Mullah Hawaish deviated
from his self-laid principal that he will not quote anything unless authentic with
proper references. Here it is important to have a look on other commentator’s point
of view. Tabari (d: 923) did mention a tradition of Prophet Muhammd (#z) from

the authority of Jabir. One Jew came to Prophet Muhammad (#Z#) and asked the

name of eleven stars which Prophet Yasuf had seen. Messenger of Allah (z) kept
quiet. Then Gibra’il arrived and informed the Prophet Muhammad about their
names. Prophet (4z) asked from that Jew, would you be believer if | inform you
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their names! He replied yes, then Prophet(Zz) named them, Jarban, Tariq, Zayal,
Zul kanfat, Qabis , Wasab, Amodan, Faleg, Misbah, Zaroh, Zulfarg, Zaya, Noora
and that Jew scholar testified those names.*® Indeed this tradition is Mursal*® and
Hakam bin Zahér is a Matrik (Abandoned)*®narrator. Most probably legitimacy of
this narration could be the reason, for what Mullah Hawaish did not mention its
source. But there is a difference in names of four brothers. At the same time Allama
Badaw1 (d: 1292) did quote the same narration with same authority “from Jabir”.>!
Mullah Hawaish and Bedawi did quote the same names except one. Mullah
Hawaish writes that at the age of twelve Prophet Yiaisuf saw this dream. > Whereas
‘Allama ibn al-Juzi (d: 1201) said in his commentary of Qur’an “Zad al-Masir”
there are three figures about his age, seven, twelve and seventeen.>

Mullah Hawaish does not consider Khabar al-Wahid ** as a sound and legitimate
source for religious matter.>

Ijma‘ (Consensus):

Mullah Hawaish counts Consensus of Stin’1 Jurists (Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama ‘ah)
as an authority. As contrary to Rationalist (Mu tazila), Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-
Jamm‘ah has a consensus over, if Muslim commits a major sin, he is still a Mo ‘min
(believer).%® Our exegete takes Ijma®, as a valid and sound source for legislation at
many places in his commentary.

Mullah Hawaish analytical approach:
Mullah Hawaish criticized those traditions of prophet’s companions which go
against the Qur’an apparently. In Commentary of Sarah Nar following verse:
sl L Lite w3 8 15355 05 At

The [unmarried] woman or [unmarried] man found guilty of sexual

intercourse - lash each one of them with a hundred lashes®’
Mainstream interpreter used to converse about the punishment for married Muslim
is stoning. Mullah Hawaish established his different point of view from mainstream
interpreters. To Mullah Hawaish, stoning is the only punishment either guilty is
Muslim or non-Muslim. Stoning is the punishment for fornication written in Torat.
Prophet Muhammad (&) did order of stoning to Jew. Injil is not a set of law rather
Christian has to act upon Torat. Qur’an has abrogated only that part of former
Shari‘ah which had been corrupted. Capital punishment of lapidation for
fornication (sexual intercourse with married women) was given to Jew in the time
of Prophet Muhammad (4%2) and it’s still included in present Torah.® As far prophet
tradition are concerned, guilty must be Muslim to bear stoning for fornication are
no more authentic. As a matter of fact, Action and practice of Muhammad (%) is

13



Chronological order exegesis “Bayan al-Ma ‘ant”

high in value. Fornication is the act of capital crime irrespective of Muslim, Jew or
Non-Muslim. Mullah Hawaish said Imam Aba Hanifa (d. 767) do apply condition
that non-Muslim cannot be stoned. Imam Shafi (d. 820) and Imam Yusuf (d. 798)
do not consider this condition to inflict punishment for adultery.®® Secondly,
punishment of stoning is approved from Prophet Muhammad (#i), his Companions
and Muslim have consensus over this unanimously. Mullah Hawaish strongly
condemned this notion that recitation of stoning verse is abrogated. Our
Commentator said it is against the claim of Qur’an. Mullah Hawaish criticized the
following narration from the authority of second pious rightly guided Caliph ‘Umar
bin Khattab (d. 644), The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him,
stoned (the married adulterer), Aba Bakr stoned, and | stone. Were it not that | hate
adding to the book of Allah, I would have written it in the copy of the Qur’an. | fear
that people will come and not find it in the book of Allah, so they will disbelieve in
it.%° Mullah Hawaish add his concluding comment on this narration that it is quite
strange that ‘Umar didn’t fear in Prophet Time, nor in first rightly guided caliph
Abu Bakr (d. 634) time, to say just and fair words. How it is possible that he did
fear from people and he was Ruler? % Mullah Hawaish said for example when
‘Umar bin Khattab said, from now uttering a word Talaq (Divorce) thrice at a same
time would be considered three and be implemented legally. People of that time
kept quiet. It is called ljma* sakuti (silent consensus). Ijma* Sakitr is not an
authority to overrule Qur’an and Hadith. That is why, later on Muslim Jurist
adopted different opinion on this divorce issue.

Use of contemporary scientific knowledge:

Qur’anic verses about nature are explained in scientific way by Mullah Hawaish.
Allah Almighty says in Holy Qur’an:
555 o 135325 Ly, el Glasls 3532 (&ila 3) aSile all &aa 193831 163l Gl T
bms Gslans ey 400 565
“O you, who have believed, remember the favor of Allah upon you
when armies came to [attack] you and We sent upon them a wind
and armies [of angels] you did not see. And ever is Allah, of what
you do, seeing. 52
Our commentator writes microorganisms are the armies that cannot be seen. These
microorganisms cause different kind of decease like plague and cholera.®® Mullah
Hawaish said we can extract this type of meaning from Qur’anic verses because
Allah Said:
sl b SBSH @ L33 6
We have not neglected in the Register a thing.®*
14



JIHAT-UL-ISLAM Vol: 14, Issue: 02, Jan - June 2021

We should ponder deep into Qur’an to understand meaning that fits to our age.
Mullah Hawaish did use scientific information and knowledge of his time. But it
created problem at few place for today reader. For instance he did interpret
following verse:
Aol 8 s alags Egall O35 azlid) ale baie i &)
“Indeed, Allah [alone] has knowledge of the Hour and sends down
the rain and knows what is in the wombs.”%°
Mullah Hawaish said: in mother womb baby gender cannot be
known from modern rays.®® However, today’s reader can assume
maybe 80 years ago it was not possible but modern technology is
much advanced. By the way that is a common mistake all
commentators did while relating, ever developing and advancing
scientific knowledge to Qur’an. Yet, beside gender Mullah Hawaish
did add many other things in womb which are only known to Allah
Almighty. For Example: age, death, destiny and etc.

Use of poetry:
Mullah Hawaish occasionally used poetry in his commentary. From
preface to end of commentary, the reader can find fine collection of
poetry. Poetry was used to confine the meanings of specific word.
For instance when he defined meaning of Wahi (revelation he
quoted these poetic verses to confirm the literal meaning of Wahi
(swift and secret instruction). ©’
Lelase o § 658 338> Copzid Bylas Lel) olas
Blelizs @ sl i3 315 Lol G bl L] (ool
At some point he mentioned poet name and sometimes not. In above poetic verses
reader has no idea of poet. But following poetic verses quoted in the commentary
of Sarah al-*Alaq (the Clot) to explain the following verse:
“Created man from clinging substance”®°
Avre attributed to third pious Caliph ‘Ali bin abi Talib (May Allah please with him,

d: 661)™
rad ¥y eliadylag Y 5 el ) 5o
L SY) allall 5 shail i a p s il ae 3

At one point Mullah Hawaish quoted some poetic verses about how
knowledge can be attained.”
Ol e sana 0o il A V) plal) Ju Y Y
BBk Jshas il aLa )5 Gl dlgials pa s 6183
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To certify the meaning of ‘Warqg’ in following verse Mullah
Hawaish did add poetic verses:
2l J) 0dd (88,5, (051 I5ails
Now then send one of you with this silver to the city.”
G5l aia da 3520 I J8 B e al B ) idac
So Warqg mean is gold or silver coin rather than paper currency.

Deviation from self-constituted principle:

As claimed by Mullah Hawaish, in preface of his commentary that he will avoid
quoting narration from unknown sources. But at rare places our commentator seems
to deviate from his self-established rule. In the commentary of Sairah al-Bagrah (the
cow) following verse:
BB el § Uele G 2SO 215 06 315
“When your Lard said to Angels I’'m making Khalifa (Deputy) in
Earth.”

Mullah Hawaish adds a long narration from unknown source. In brief that narration
talks about how man was created. Allah Almighty decided to create man and
revealed to earth that I’'m creating human being out of you. If human obey me enter
him in gardens and if he disobey, put him in fire. Then Allah did order Jibra’el to
go to earth and take (mud) from it (to create Adam). Earth said to Jibra’el, | seek
protection from Lord that part of me disobeys him. Jibra’el returned. Then Allah
sent Mika’el, earth replied the same. Finally Allah Almighty sent ‘Ezra’el who did
collect different specimen from earth including sweet, soar, pure, impure, red, white
and black. Allah Almighty asked °‘Ezra’el, despite his knowledge, what
conversation took place between earth and you? ‘Ezra’el did explain. Allah
Almighty said due to your hardness I’1l give you power to seize human soul. Then
Allah made a raw material for men and put him on paradise entrance. All the Angels
gazed at that substance. Iblis (Satan) and other angels got into conversation about
this new creature. Angels expressed their views if Allah made it superior to us we
shall admit and acknowledge. Iblis spoke, I’ll not admit to him.”” This long
narration has no reference. Whereas, in commentary of Siirah al-Fatiha first verse,
while explaining the word (&salad) Mullah Hawaish reported two narrations from
unknown sources that “there are one thousand worlds. Six hundreds are on sea and
four hundreds are on land. Some said there are eighty thousand worlds half of them
are on land and remaining is in ocean”.”

Juristic approach:
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As far juristic approach is concerned, no particular details can be extracted from
this exegesis. Explaining the verse about cutting thief hand, mullah Hawaish
summarize all issue in few lines, leaving complication relating to this issue
unaddressed. Beside few basic conditions, Mullah Hawaish add, quarter Dinar
(Byzantine golden coin used during Prophet Muhammad time weigh 4.259) is the
theft amount to apply this capital punishment.”® Yet, Mullah Hawaish endorsed,
implementation of Qur’anic punishment is the only way to reduce theft crime in
Islamic society. Mullah Hawaish express his views, prostration is mandatory on
listener of Qur’anic verse which ask to prostrate, if recitation is live on Radio or
Television. Otherwise while listening from recorded recitation, prostration it not
mandatory. If listener is not purified and need ablution then he may perform
prostration latter on.&

Isra’eliyat (Jews and Christians Narratives):

Mullah Hawaish said these Narrations are not worth quoting. Consequently, these
narrations were not documented with authenticity over a long period of time. 8!
Most probably he means those Jewish narrations which oppose Islamic teachings.

Conclusion:

Bayan al-Ma ‘ant is a magnificent precise chronological/descending order exegesis
based on sound narrations of Prophet Muhammad (#%¢), his companions and
successors (7Tafsir bil-Mathar) written in six volumes. Simple, contemporary and
easy to understand Arabic language is used by exegete Mullah ‘Abdul Qadir. It is
an intermediate level exegesis that can be suggested to learner of Islamic theology.
Juristic and legal issues are not discussed in very much detail. Consequently, this
exegesis is not endorsed to those who want a deep and detail insight in legal issues
and aspects of Qur’an. Other than arrangement order, no major changes are
observed with comparison to regular Qur’an exegeses. Surprisingly, no rhythm
(/23 and relevance has been observed between chapters in descending order
arrangement. Therefore, indefeasible arrangement and order (.42 5) is most suitable
to interpret Qur’an. Furthermore, it seems appropriate; an exegete should follow
present arrangement order of Qur’an. Mullah Hawaish used moderate words and
approach, supported with logical reasoning to prove his stance. He didn’t denounce
adverse opinions with grating language. It is worth mentioning that Mullah
Hawaish developed his own style of writing and reasoning. No impacts from any
other exegetes can be traced in his approach and methodology. Despite this
commentary was written in an era when modern trend in Tafsir (i.e Tafsir al-
Manar) was emerging due to colonialism and advancement in science and
technology. Mullah Hawaish didn’t encompass those contemporary political issues.
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Moreover, comparative studies of religions were not carried on modern level, as
demanding in present time, in this exegesis. Anyhow, it is a valuable addition in
Tafsir literature. Hitherto, this exegesis has not been translated into any other
language yet. The readers would acknowledge claim of Mullah Hawaish is just and
fair “By the Grace of Allah, My interpretation of Qur’an will let the reader exempt
from lot of books”.8? Mullah Hawaish would be remembered for his intellectual
contribution and humble personality.

Volume Contents Pages
1 Strah al-‘Alaq to Sirah al-A‘araf 484
2 Strah al-Jin to Strah al-lIsra 589
3 Sarah Yanus to Sarah Ghafir 603
4 Surah al-Fussilat to Sarah al-al- 536
Mutaffifin
5 Surah al-Bagarah to Sarah al-Nisa 632
6 Sarah al-Zalzala to Sarah al-‘Asar 534
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