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Abstract
Western civilization refers to the Renaissance and Reformation movements that

emerged after the Conquest of Constantinople and engulfed not only Europe but also
the United States of America. These movements first gave birth to modernization
which gave human rights, liberty, capitalism and communism no less than a
religious significance. After the Second World War, postmodernism challenged all
the mighty narratives of modernism. Allam Igbal (1877-1938) was born at a time
when Westernization was undergoing modernization. Philosophy and science were
not mere ideas rather they had assumed a new trajectory, thanks to modern
technology that had an indelible impact on metaphysical beliefs of almost all
religions in the world. Since most of Allama Igbal’s education was based on Western
paradigms, he acknowledges its efficacy. But, the way the Western philosophy
impacted Muslims’ hearts and minds make him highly critical of it. To counter the
Western ideals of society, democracy and human rights, Igbal presents the concepts
of Islamic civilization, spiritual democracy and human rights in the light of the
Seerah of the Holy Prophet (SAWW). It is not the case that he prioritized Eastern
civilization over the Western one; rather, he also enlightened his nation on the flaws
of the former. He, n fact, is an advocate of Islamic civilization, which is depicted by
his verse.
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Judge not your nation on the criteria of Western nations

Special in composition is the Hashimi Prophet’s nation.
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"Culture [Middle English] The base for the noun and the verb is

Latin colere 'tend, cultivate'. In early examples, a culture was 'a
cultivated piece of land', this is from French culture or directly from
Latin cultura 'growing, cultivation'. In late Middle English the
meaning was ‘cultivation of the soil' and this developed during the
early 16th century into 'cultivation (of the mind, faculties, or
manners)'. Reference to the arts and other examples of human

achieved, dates from the early 19th century"
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"This one event shows clearly that national unity too is not a very

durable force. Only one unity is dependable, and that unity is the
brotherhood of man, which is above race, nationality, colour or
language. So long as this so-called democracy, this accursed
nationalism and this degraded imperialism are not shattered, so long
as men do not demonstrate by their actions that they believe that the
whole world is the family of God, so long as distinctions of race,
colour and geographical nationalities are not wiped out completely,
they will never be able to lead a happy and contended life and the
beautiful ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity will never

materialize’ ".
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"The total-Reality, which enters our awareness and appears on

interpretation as an empirical fact, has other ways of invading our
consciousness and offers further opportunities of interpretation. The
revealed and mystic literature of mankind bears ample testimony to
the fact that religious experience has been too enduring and
dominant in the history of mankind to be rejected as mere illusion.
There seems to be no reason, then, to accept the normal level of
human experience as fact and reject its other levels as mystical and
emotional. The facts of religious experience are facts among other
facts of human experience and, in the capacity of vyielding
knowledge by interpretation, one fact is as good as another. Nor is
there anything irreverent in critically examining this region of

human experience® ".
ae Gl Keduu s Lt E L E Slanme Jtshe e d s
KOUIEI -G J:,tt{»w‘fic,l/;?fwl%f//g%uéu;fméé.yzd%u:u’;
e e A e (i QU e S B R S 1 26 S
3 7 QU e SHUE B a8 6 e o1 P 50 S e
izl 33 S Qo v S s &gl F Y P
SELF FuaJe e AET0 L el fdie o J6 L 2yt
tmf;c;/jdﬁ/.&‘u’léz,f&t)id;<q;(?/?/?ulrgjﬁ7rﬁ‘agj‘;Ké_/”l/fk
L ki dS

129



A critical analysis of Western Civilization and Igbal’s Philosophy

VIS 6 E8 E T e U S fo# POED B Ut o L G ot
W1 Forssieii snies” & df Q2 Ul r & S aid o L ES ot
o i O Sebnlhe "y LES e S5 ) S e i,
" LES G G b Qo L0 S bnur’ el dpe
e En Bk e i L F B LGP i L

Skt T S e

23J /‘rtﬁ/.f%;m O 7! = Fizs

LS 206 (superman) 2139  F L2 o pvinlie St pid 2
U.?L///Q*b’wll‘tﬂtjﬁfk&w
“:,«/I/’Kué;l.)(f}”:lJ”

?ufjwia“;#td}”,}jLﬁj“dﬁgu’t”,}f wagfd/d/lgai,uyziw"’;;
céjﬁ-‘d;ﬁ;y Ko B Ifulg o B s KQJLJL}!J:‘-&/JJLM&Q
&U'J"u.ﬂ.wufd”wu??:?%“JKthJ"’uﬁ:/Juu‘uu(uib‘/‘-‘aguﬁfuﬁ:«wdu(&aﬁ
A A ye L1e e b JUEUT Gk

u’/br_ol&oJulnlJlaKu?};gi’:un‘f}:“J}Kul,,@u?u{(/'_‘u;‘f)f.i/;g”

P U A e B 5  SEIIK IR L 1G 3

G Lot et e &ty et VST L E S L
RS A sl 2t S F 2L Fanlp s s o Ut 36 S
o3 oo S nlmiloss v i EE 1D s e VB s 2l ol 2 e
e R aerm) S Pl e U S L k22 g S B
Ut fled iUl Uil

1The Critique of Pure Reason

23!

2The Critique of Practical Reaso
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"His (Kant's) 'Critique of Pure Reason' revealed the limitations of

human reason and reduced the whole work of the rationalists to a
heap of ruins. And justly has he been described as God's greatest gift

to his country®® .
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"As regards scientific experiment, Igbal starts with intuition and

mystic experience as the only way to inner knowledge. Whereas,
Kant postulates the moral law as a sort of external command, for
Igbal the moral law arises out of the inner necessity of the ego's life.
Thus while both Kant and Igbal believe in faith and moral law, they
recognize the necessity of these fundamental factors in different

ways and for different reasons®’".
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