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Abstract

This objective of this article is to discuss in brief the Political philosophy of Syed
Abul A’ala Maududi (1903-1979) and to understand his views regarding
contemporary Muslim world’s problems & politics. Maududi is among the most
influential thinkers of the 20th century who deeply impressed the Muslim youths
globally and rebuilt their confidence in Islam and prevented them from being
swept away in the flood of non-Islamic ideas and motivated them to become a part
of the revival movements. His commentary "Tafheem-ul-Quran™ is among the
popular commentaries of current era. He also played a very important role in
Pakistani politics and was a strong voice for islamization and democratic
freedoms. He revived the Qur’anic idea of "Eqamat e deen”, better known as
"Political Islam" in the western world. His thought is based on this ideology.
However, he believes in peaceful struggle and never supported violence or
terrorism for his cause.

Keywords: Maududi, Political Islam, Eqamat-e-deen, Islamic revival movements,
Islamic State, Democracy, Khilafat, Jihad, Terrorism, Tafheem-ul-Qur’an.
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Political Islam is any interpretation of Islam as a source of political
identity and action. It can refer to a wide range of individuals and
groups who advocate the transformation of state and society

according to what they see as Islamic principles(21)
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Mawdudi and the Making of Islamic Revivalism (Oxford
University Press, 1996)

The Vanguard of the Islamic Revolution: The Jama’at-i Islami of
Pakistan (University of California Press, 1994)

SR e S P S 2 s s s T
“The most influential of contemporary revivalist thinkers”(23)-
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'Both  Maududi and Qutb spoke of the possibility to

practice takfir, that is, to exclude ("nominal™) Muslims from the
community of believers (often described as

"excommunication™).(25)
:J&:;)/VU}'}’J:fﬁg;@);:rg/o:{lpf;,ﬁndﬂw'}.cu’idg

“Maududi expanded the Quranic concept of Tauheed (oneness of

God) by suggesting that it also meant the (political) oneness of the

Muslim ummah that can only be achieved by ‘Islamising the
society’ and through attaining state power to finally formulate an

‘Islamic state.”(26)
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